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long defeated by the influence of English autho-
rity, to establish a colony on the coast of Africa,
but the continued pursuit of the degrading traffic
by almost all the powers of Europe, prevented the
benevolent projectors from carrying their design
into effect. Twenty years afterwards, the plan
was revived, and the most strenuous exertions
were made in the different States to organize a
body of opinion, which should finally triumph over
the self-interests and reluctant morality of the
slave-owners. At this period, one of the diffi-
culties which the philanthropic abolitionists ex-
perienced was the want of a suitable refuge for
such slaves as they might be enabled to liberate.
The legislature of Virginia, which contains nearly
one-third of the black population of the Union,
pledged itself to release all its slaves, if Congress
would undertake to provide an adequate asylum
for them. President Jefferson negotiated in vain
for a territory in Africa, and the Brazils. The
legislature of Virginia again renewed its pledge,
and as much of the bigotry of former times had
now been obliterated by the diffusion of enlight-
ened principles, the renewal of the proposition
was followed by the best results. General
Mercer, familiarly designated as the Wilberforce
of America, opened a correspondence with the
principal advocates of emancipation, which ulti-
mately produced the formation of the American
Colonization Society, on the first of January, 1817*